
COMING HOME 

2 Chronicles – Ezra 

 

Living God’s Word—A Walk Through The Bible 

March 30, 2014 

Pastor Nathan J. Thompson 

 

These past months we have seen many accounts and pictures of soldiers coming home from 

being stationed in Afghanistan or other hot spots around the world.  These pictures show men 

and women with great feelings of joy and celebration as they hug their families and friends.  

Some even kneel down and kiss the ground being so happy to be back in America. 

 

Yet in the interviews with those returning home there is also often a great sadness and concern 

expressed for those who are still in these war zones whose terms of duty are not over.  There is a 

deep concern, along with lots of prayers, for those who are not yet coming home to the safety, 

the peace, the loving arms of family. 

 

As we continue our journey through the Old Testament, focusing on 2 Chronicles 29 through the 

book of Ezra, we see a couple places and ways the Children of Israel are coming home.  One 

coming home is through King Josiah who discovered that the Scriptures at that time, the Book of 

the Law, had been lost for many generations in both the actual scrolls and in priorities. 

 

It was when Josiah had the temple cleansed one day that Hilkiah, the priest, found the book of 

the law that had been given through Moses.  Upon finding these lost words of God, Josiah was so 

angry that he tore his robes.  Then he ordered that many reforms be instituted and that the people 

follow God’s word and God’s law again. 

 

One thing they did again, which had been totally forgotten, was to celebrate the Passover.  In fact 

it says in 2 Chronicles 35 that Josiah provided thirty thousand sheep and goats from his own 

possessions for the Passover offering.  It was a returning home to focusing again on God’s truth; 

on remembering how God had led their people to freedom many years before. 

 

Therefore as Josiah used God’s word to bring the people home to their true faith and heritage he 

also instituted many religious reforms.  As the people returned to God’s truth, to true and faithful 

worship of him, the blessings of unity and peace filled the land. 

 

However following a battle in which King Josiah was killed the nation of Judah had a series of 

evil kings and ultimately Jerusalem fell to the powerful Babylonians.  The temple was burned 

and destroyed by this evil enemy; the Children of Israel who were not killed, not forced into 

slavery, were sent into exile. 

 

Needless to say, theses 70 years of captivity and exile were devastating for God’s people.  They 

cried out to God in their desperation; they felt the intense pain again of being slaves and not 

having a home to call their own; they also missed the temple and their worship of God. 

 

Yet as we come to the Book of Ezra we see that Babylon has been overthrown by Cyrus, King of 

Persia, and the Jews were able to return to the land of Israel from Babylon.  This coming home 

reaffirmed for the people that God was faithful to his promises to restore them as a people.  It 



was in coming home they again undertook the task of rebuilding the temple; they reinstated their 

daily sacrifices and spiritual worship of God. 

 

In the ups, downs and challenges of their lives, it was Ezra’s preaching of Scripture that built 

them up and gave them courage.  It was in coming home to God’s Word that they were given 

strength to do God’s work, and to remove certain sins and failings from their daily lives. 

 

Coming home is certainly a powerful image in the Scriptures as well as in our personal lives.  

The reality is that just like the Children of Israel of old, there are many individuals today who 

have wandered away from God and from his truth.  There are many who are in a kind of spiritual 

and faith exile today; there are many who are wandering aimlessly with no real purpose or 

meaning for their existence. 

 

Some years ago there was an article that appeared in the Lutheran magazine by Pastor Fred Baltz 

of Galena, Ill.  It stated that somehow over the years our ELCA has become an “evangelism 

resistant church,” and that this has become our “historic weakness.”  He says that a “society 

with millions of unbaptized people would have been incomprehensible to (the reformers).” 

 

Pastor Baltz says that nothing could be more Lutheran than having a vision to “include those 

beyond the church.”  He says that sometime in our history Lutherans became “more concerned 

about nurturing those who believed already,” rather than trying to win souls like the Baptists and 

Methodists did.  “Evangelism,” he says, “became something others did, and an unhealthy 

arrogance, which still exists, set in.” 

 

Yet the solution according to Pastor Baltz is that “we need a revised self-understanding that 

considers evangelism as much our job as any other denomination.”  He says that how we do our 

worship needs to also shape our belief—that worship is evangelism.  He says that “evangelism 

needs to be emphasized in the sermons, the prayers, and hymns.” 

 

Jesus’ call to the church, to you and me, centers in evangelism.  Our purpose and mission is to do 

everything we can to reach out to the lost, the disenfranchised, and to help bring them home to 

God’s kingdom.  This message is seen so clearly in Jesus’ image in Matthew 18 of the shepherd 

leaving the 99 to search for the one lost sheep. 

 

It is seen in Jesus’ words that there will be more rejoicing and happiness in heaven over that one 

sheep who comes home.  Jesus said that our “father in heaven is not willing that any of these 

little ones should be lost.”  Jesus never intended his church to be centered just on ourselves and 

our likes, but is to be stretching and growing in new creative worship, and in ways to reach 

others. 

 

It is exciting to talk with people and hear testimonies of those who have come home to the 

church; those who have come home to a new and renewed faith in Jesus Christ.  I am excited that 

this is happening to countless numbers of people these days.   

 

Yet I am also sad that this is happening mostly in new churches other than Lutheran; other than 

mainline denominations.  In fact, our Lutheran church nationally continues to decline each year, 

and our demographics are aging with less and less young people joining or staying involved.  (SS 

enrollment down 60% from 1990-2010; worship down 53% from 1990-2010). 



 

This makes me sad because our Lutheran church could also be part of this revival and renewal 

that is happening in our nation.  We could also be welcoming many people, young and old, who 

are seeking and coming home.  Yet to do this, to be a church centered in evangelism takes the 

congregation members changing the focus mostly on themselves; changing to a focus on 

reaching and welcoming others home. 

 

It means having a heart that cares so deeply about others, about their eternal destiny, that it 

grieves us deeply that many today don’t know Jesus.  It means having a heart so touched by 

Jesus’ love and mission that we want our worship, our programs, our own invitation and 

welcoming of others, to be focused on welcoming someone home to faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

A second way this coming home to Jesus is of extreme importance is in returning to the truth and 

authority of God’s Word.  Just like in the time of Josiah, in their return from exile, it was easy 

for the people to simply go through the rituals and just say the words.  It was Josiah, however, 

who returned the people to God’s truth; it was Ezra who preached that word, and as a result 

reforms and new life happened. 

 

I heard Pastor Leonard Sweet speak some years ago and he used the illustration of liquid and 

containers.  He said that if we would think of water as the true message of God’s word, that it 

can be put into different containers and vessels and still be pure water.  God’s true message can 

be put in different vessels, in different worship forms and programs, and not change the message. 

 

He said the problem, however, is that so many churches and people today are more concerned 

with preserving the container, while in turn they are watering down and changing the liquid.  In 

other words, many are holding fast just to the rituals, structures, the ways of old while they are 

allowing the truth of God’s word to be watered down to some nice, politically correct sayings. 

 

Yet the people who are coming home to Jesus these days are hungry for God’s truth.  They are 

hungry for a message that is relevant and built on the rock solid foundation of Jesus Christ.  They 

are hungry for a message filled with the power of the Holy Spirit that changes them; which 

assures them of forgiveness for their sins; which challenges and sends them forth with a mission 

and purpose for Christ that is greater than just their own selves. 

 

It is amazing when you study history that every time people have returned to the true teaching 

and preaching of Scripture, a reformation and revival has broken out.  Whether it be King Josiah, 

or Ezra’s sermons, or Martin Luther and the reformers, coming home to God’s truth and power 

in Scripture changes hearts, lives, as well as one’s purpose to serve Jesus in all we do. 

 

My friends, may each one of us hear and know Jesus’ call to go and make disciples.  May we 

allow Jesus to touch our hearts with a care and compassion for those who are lost and seeking, so 

in all we do we may seek to call people home to Jesus.  Remember, there is more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who returns home to Jesus than for the 99. 

 


